

1

.Cb writing  Sunday la jan 4  hotelbelair@gmail.com

Fifteen years….bernard…

· speaker's lobby. And for Sherwood Boehlert, the New York Republican, who is struggling to quit but can be seen inhaling in weaker moments during the workday.
· Because while the rest of the country has turned against smoking with great zeal, Congress has stubbornly — some would say proudly — refused to bend. Smoking is still allowed in numerous indoor spaces in the Capitol, most noticeably in the gilded reception area where lawmakers crowd together during the long yeas and nays. Standing ashtrays, usually partly filled with cigar and cigarette butts, are strategically placed in the corridors. In a time when the "smoke-filled room" is more metaphor than fixture, its literal incarnation in Congress can seem almost quaint.
· when Bill Clinton was president, the House took 140 hours of sworn testimony into whether Mr. Clinton had used the White House Christmas list to identify possible Democratic donors. But in 2004 and 2005, a House committee took only 12 hours of testimony on the abuses at Abu Ghraib
· CIVILITY HOUR"
Effort first of a series of activities to promote civility in Congress
· 
· In 1998, DeLay put Blunt on the leadership ladder, making him chief deputy whip. Blunt modeled himself on DeLay, creating an identical network of state and federal political committees that raised money from the same lobbyists, corporations and trade associations that financed what became known as DeLay Inc.
· If one political operation captured the essence of DeLay’s leadership, it was the Republican takeover of Washington’s influence-peddling industry. This industry, grossing $2.36 billion last year alone, eagerly accommodated DeLay’s demands to replace Democratic lobbyists and association executives with Republicans. In a mutually rewarding relationship, lobbyists who financed DeLay Inc. wrote amendments and bills, while DeLay received a flood of cash to build a multimillion-dollar network of PACs. These committees lavished contributions, corporate jets and year-round entertainment on Republican House members, ensuring their loyalty, and channeled cash into local political parties, helping to win control of state legislatures that, in turn, gerrymandered districts to implement a long-term strategy of larger G.O.P. Congressional majorities.
· In 2003, after DeLay moved up to majority leader and turned the so-called K Street Project over to him, Blunt promptly converted a legion of Republican lobbyists into an arm of the House whip operation. Lobbyists have always been close to Congress, under rule by either party. What DeLay and Blunt did was to sacralize this relationship. In doing so, they transferred a chunk of power from Capitol Hill to business interests. 
· This unholy alliance was a crucial factor in transforming the G.O.P. into an army of spenders whose earmarks, appropriations and tax cuts rivaled the government largess of Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society. 
· 
· Speaker Dennis Hastert's son left his music store in Illinois to move to Washington to become the lobbyist for Google. Hastert himself used his position to fund a highway project that had a lot to do with a big profit on a land deal nearby. Then-Majority Leader Tom Delay put his wife was on his PAC's payroll; she made $300,000. Voters may expect this kind of corruption from Democrats (Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid has four lobbyist sons) but not from Republicans. 
· broderThe disgrace of Congress extends far beyond the scandals that have sullied the record of the dominant House Republicans. They are properly being blamed for most of the misdeeds and blunders that have marked this year on Capitol Hill, from the power grabs by Tom DeLay, to the greed of Duke Cunningham and Bob Ney, to the sexual overtures of Mark Foley. 
· And in between, what was accomplished? Nothing of significance on any of the major problems confronting the nation. 
· Whether the need was immigration reform, a rational energy policy, an effort to expand health insurance coverage or greater security for retirement, Congress failed to deliver-=-but  then, the demos  took over—and did the same thing...
By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK—murtha, nb Johnstown , pa little pentagon
WASHINGTON, Oct. 1 — For more than a decade, Representative John P. Murtha of Pennsylvania has operated a political trading post in a back corner of the House of Representatives. 
A gang of about two dozen Democrats mill around his seat. A procession of others walk back to request pet spending projects, known as earmarks. And Republicans come by, asking him to enlist some of those Democrats to join them on close votes. “Whether they get what they want in the bill or they get the votes they are looking for, nobody ever leaves completely disappointed,” said Representative Paul E. Kanjorski, a Pennsylvania Democrat often found in what is known as the Murtha corner.
Outside Washington, Mr. Murtha, a Vietnam veteran and longtime hawk, may be best known for his break with the president over the Iraq war last fall. But inside the Capitol, he is best known for turning earmarks into power. As the top Democrat on the House military spending subcommittee, he often delivers Democratic votes to Republican leaders in a tacit exchange for earmarks for himself and his allies 
Members have watched with envy as Mr. Murtha has used earmarks to remake Johnstown, Pa., an impoverished former steel town that now includes a Murtha highway, a Murtha airport and Murtha health centers. He has steered billions of dollars to his district over the years, including more than $80 million in the defense spending bill passed Friday, according to a preliminary tally. 
· Mr. Murtha’s patronage has transformed Johnstown into a national hub of the defense business, attracting giants like Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman.
[image: storyend_dingbat]
· Homeland security holes:The problem is massive. The Department of Homeland Security recently investigated the ports of New York and New Jersey and found that of 9,000 truckers checked, nearly half had criminal records. They included murderers, drug dealers, arsonists and members of the deadly MS-13 gang. It concluded that these security gaps represent "vulnerabilities that could be capitalized by terrorist organizations."
THAT’S NOT PROBLEM; PROBLEM WAS THAT SPEAKER KNEW  AND WOULDN’T DO ANYTNING FOR FEAR OF LOSING A SEAT…re pages
· "A former Congressional aide said Wednesday that Speaker J. Dennis Hastert's office knew about reports of 'inappropriate behavior' by Representative Mark Foley far earlier than Mr. Hastert's office has acknowledged," says the New York Times
· commission appointed for war powers…
·  Good luck. The chance that this group of aging white men, plus Vernon Jordan and Sandra Day O'Connor, will come up with something original is not enormous. It's a nutty and not very attractive idea to turn an urgent issue of war and peace over to a commission. Commissions have usually been trotted out for long-run social problems: immigration, debt, health care. Going to war is something that ought to be decided by the people we elect. Congress, in recent decades, has virtually abandoned its duty under the Constitution to make the decisions about when American soldiers are sent to kill and die.
· Presidents have foolishly claimed that authority. And now, inevitably, we have a president who is stuck with a war that he insisted on and a citizenry that has no interest in it.
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Diane – 
 Now that the election is behind us, I’ve completed a summary of the Congress project – its themes and essential elements – as a documentary for film. I’d wanted to spend a couple of minutes on the phone before sending it off, to make sure it hits all the points that will be most useful to you. I’ll be in L.A. the first two weeks of January and hope we can get together then for further discussion. 
 I think you’ll see from the summary why I’m so excited at the prospect of moving forward on this, and with Participant. Obviously, the historically inept performance of the post-election Congress in regard to the economy is of a piece with its performance for the past quarter century – and part of the story. 
Best, 
Carl
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Premise 
The modern decline of Congress – its abdication of public responsibility and poisonous partisan division of/in both houses for more than a quarter-century – has broken our system, allowed the role of money and ideology in our politics to prevail over constitutional intent, and eliminated the checks and balances the Founders intended the three branches to represent. 
Today, Capitol Hill is dominated increasingly by a cast of characters whose routine affront to the public good and the Constitution is a  travesty: This [the] dereliction of duty by Congress has cost thousands of lives, trillions of dollars, and ignored the concerns of constituents and any overarching notion of national purpose. 
The result is a tale of high drama and low comedy. Yes, the Congress is held in disregard by an overwhelming number of citizens – as, incidentally, it has been through much of its history. But ask individual citizens why they view Congress so contemptuously, and they are hard-pressed to answer, beyond generalizations. And most will single out their own representatives and senators for exception. The specifics, however, are what make this a subject for powerful moviemaking. 
I see telling the tale through two parallel story-lines: 
· What is put on decorous display for public consumption in the Capitol--on the floor  of the House and Senate, in the hearing rooms, and recorded dutifully on official video for the widest possible dissemination to constituents back home and on the evening news. 
· What really happens when the senators and representatives are out of ____camera range – not just the “bad guys,” but the supposed “good guys,” too. As we discussed, this is not about blaming either  Republicans or Democrats. (Consider  the current ethical problems of Charlie Rangel,  a certifiable  legislative  hero.)    Both parties are responsible for their increasing descent into congressional bickering, cowardice, crookedness and irrelevance. 
Part of the story is the courage of a few senators and congressmen who try to buck what has  hardened into systemic evasion of pubic responsibility.     [thenarrative] should   trace several particularly memorable personal journeys  on the legislative and budgetary arc—some  heroic, some looney, some criminal] --illuminating the abdication  of responsibility utter failure of by Congress ot deal withon so many of the  essential issues of our time-- the environment; war and peace; infrastructure; immigration; medical care; tax policy;   regulation of the financial marketplace.  Meanwhile,  , on the floor, in committees,  and in their campaigns, most House and Senate members have pre-occupied  themselves with   such questions as flag-burning and gay marriage;  the  fund-raising wheel-of-fortune; and  the crossfire of take-no-prisoners, ideological warfare. [cb nb this will change]

· [at the end of the 2006 session   this led David Broder of The Washington Post  to write,  
· broderThe disgrace of Congress extends far beyond the scandals that have sullied the record of the dominant House Republicans. They are properly being blamed for most of the misdeeds and blunders that have marked this year on Capitol Hill, from the power grabs by Tom DeLay, to the greed of Duke Cunningham and Bob Ney, to the sexual overtures of Mark Foley. 
· And in between, what was accomplished? Nothing of significance on any of the major problems confronting the nation. 
· Whether the need was immigration reform, a rational energy policy, an effort to expand health insurance coverage or greater security for retirement, Congress failed to deliver-“   =-but  then, the demos  took over—and did the same thing...

 
Laying the Foundation
Some lively  historical background—and great visiual moments-0-- should  establish the [this] bi-partisan template of irresponsibility, beginning with the Democrats’ dominance of the Congress in the 1980s, when  (as congressional scholars  Norman  Ornstein and  Thomas E. Mann have noted) “a contemptuous Democratic majority dominated the House without any fear or expectation that the Republicans would ever regain control.”    
But  the Gingrich revolution  overturned that equation,  and  the new Republican conservative majority  declared war on  the Clinton presidency  and liberalism—to the exclusion of real governance---   producing the spectacle of a   partisan-driven  impeachment of a   president  (for   offenses  similar to those  committed  by several of the leaders of the movement   to impeach Bill Clinton,  who   were then  forced to resign themselves—including Gingrich);    and [in its wake] the  the first period of extended  Republican control of both Congress and the White House since the 1920s. 
[rew]Few periods in America history  have  been  as  bitterly  divided by  partisan warfare:   Yet unified     Republican government in 2001, combined with the attacks of September 11, transformed the aggressive Republican Congress of the Clinton years into a deferential and supine (and increasingly corrupt) body. Congress in the Bush years failed utterly to   to demand relevant information of the executive branch,  assert its wartime authority, or   challenge  the extraordinary  powers   claimed by President Bush and Vice President Cheney on spurious “national security” grounds..

· 
· when Bill Clinton was president, the House took 140 hours of sworn testimony into whether Mr. Clinton had used the White House Christmas list to identify possible Democratic donors. But in 2004 and 2005, a House committee took only 12 hours of testimony on the abuses at Abu Ghraib
Almost inexplicably, when the Democrats—who had chafed  and complained  at  the Republican ______-- won both houses in 2006, they made no meaningful  attempt  to  make use of their new majorities    to either investigate [or change]the policies of the Bush presidency – especially in regard to the war in Iraq, corruption of the executive branch, or domestic surveillance and other constitutional questions – or to pass meaningful legislation to seriously address the problems of institutional corruption of the legislative process.   The  lackadaisical  attitude of the congress—0especially under the Democratic majority[moveyelo or kill] as the ecoomy  deteriorated  in the period of their greatest numerical  advantage-speaks ___ly  to the larger questions of _______.    Note:   two of the senators who    fought hardest against   regulating  Wall Street or investigating its excesses —while the dollars were piling up  in their state  and in  their roles as the Democrats two biggest national fund-raisers—were Hillary Clinton  and  Charles Schumer of New York.
[supreme court appointments]—scorched earth….and   under  all three presints


 

Congressional Characters and Seismic Events: 
The challenge is to turn such basic themes  (examples, which I have collected into a book), into great storytelling, by juxtaposing the seismic events, small-bore concerns, and the congressional characters of our era, with those of other periods that have defined the American Epoch.  


 A visual story—Three Venues  
Much of the film takes place under the great dome of the Capitol itself,  not just on the floor of the House and Senate, but  in  dozens of  resplendent  meeting rooms with paintings of   great moments  [momentous _____] of congressional history,    coffered ceilings  with classical  motifs,  the Members Lobbies  (still festooned with cuspidors, because  the Congress has exempted itself from  Washington, D. C.’s no-smoking laws), its hidden underground city of personal services (private subway cars for senators,  House members and their stasffs,   barbershops ($10 a haricut), swimming pools, restaurants, post offices  etc.),_________.   Gilded

The film might linger   on “the Murtha corner—“ — For more than a decade, Representative John P. Murtha of Pennsylvania has operated a political trading post in a back corner of the House of Representatives. 
There, A gang of about two dozen Democrats mill around his seat. A procession of others walk back to request pet spending projects, known as earmarks. And Republicans come by, asking him to enlist some of those Democrats to join them on close votes. “Whether they get what they want in the bill or they get the votes they are looking for, nobody ever leaves completely disappointed,” said Representative Paul E. Kanjorski, a Pennsylvania Democrat often found in what is known as the Murtha corner.
Outside Washington, Mr. Murtha, a Vietnam veteran and longtime hawk, may be best known for his break with the president over the Iraq war last fall. But inside the Capitol, he is best known for turning earmarks into power. As the top Democrat on the House military spending subcommittee, he often delivers Democratic votes to Republican leaders in a tacit exchange for earmarks for himself and his allies 
Members have watched with envy as Mr. Murtha has used earmarks to remake Johnstown, Pa., an impoverished former steel town that now includes a Murtha highway, a Murtha airport and Murtha health centers. He has steered billions of dollars to his district over the years, including more than $80 million in the defense spending bill passed Friday, according to a preliminary tally. 
· Mr. Murtha’s patronage has transformed Johnstown into a national hub of the defense business, attracting giants like Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman.

There are dozens of such soriesin the U. S. Congress…
[image: storyend_dingbat]

 
Off Capitol Hill, the other  major Washingotn  venoues   that illuminate the institutional priorities of  the 21st century congress  are  the hotel ballrooms where congressional  fund-raising [balls] take place every night from one end of town to the other;  and  the K street Lobbying Corridor, where   “public policy” firms  [nb lawyers] employ 150,000 people whose basic purpose is to devise ways to influence the 535 members of Congress, and the departments of the executive branch.     
 [Today, almost every member of Congress  who retires or (a rarity) is defeated   for re-election  joins a Washington lobbying firm or trade association  and eases into  a  seven-figure  annual  salary paid to influence his former collagues  and  --, especially important—his former employees on the  congressional  committees  on which he served.   Similarly, more than a third  of the professional staff members of congressional committees leave their  jobs each year   and step into the lobbying revolving door.
	Not coincidentally,  Fund-raising in this envioronment has become  the single most important  aspect of   congressional existence,   even  though the seats of more than 350  members of the house are  virtually non-competitive,  and  represent  lifetime sinecures—because of  gerrymandering by the state legislatures (itself  a subtext of the film,  illustrating  both the endemic corruption of the legislative system  and  the  undermining  of   basic constiutional principle:   a body of  citizen-legislators  who  return to their home districts every two years   and  have their perfortmance   evaluated  by  their  fellow citizens.)    [ ]
Inebvitably,  it is the lobbyists    (whether representing the NRA  or the National Wildlife Trust ) who  serve as  “bundlers”  of wads of   campaign “conributions” at   the  $1,000 and $2000-a-head  fund-raisers  that are the meat and potatoes of  congressional life in Washington.      Consider this:   a  Senate campaign   in a big state, say Texas or   NewJersey  or California or New York—costs upwards of $100 million dollars today….and  every senator (and House member, too) wants a huge   war chest, to either defeat  an opponent or (even better) as deterrence  that will  discourage  serious, qualified   prospective  opponents from running in the first place.
	The fund-raising machine  that  Washington has become—and  the legislation   and budget  ____ [items]  that are trapped in its maw, with litte regard to merit or  principle---extends far beyond  raising monehy for individual Senat and Congressiona races.    Each party  maintains    House  and Senate  Campaign  Committees  whose  chairmen   are    among the  most important  half dozen  members of Congress (see Mitch McConnell,  Charles Schumer)  because  they  allocate  the  hundreds of millions raised each campaign  cycle  and—even more important---tell members of  their parties  why  they shouldn’t  vote   against  the interests  of   major campaiogn conributors.
 					----------
In Washington,  Congress  works  a  very short  work-week  in a  very short  legislative year:    usually two and one-half  to three days a week,   from   January  to  June,   then resuming  from October to   thanksgiving 


 
Sen. Arlen Specter,   the ranking Republican on the Senate Judiciary Committee, gave  an unusually candid assessment of the Senate's notoriously light work schedule. In a National Press Club luncheon speech, Specter noted it was "very hard to convene a Monday morning hearing" because of extended weekends. He continued: "We've fallen into a routine . . . of starting our workweek Tuesday at 2:15 after we finish our caucus luncheons, and people start to get edgy and heading for the airports early on Thursday. So we might increase the workweek by 50 percent, say, to three days." 
 Ostensibly,  this is because   the other  place where senators and   members of the House of Representatives do their legislative work is back home,  in their states and congressional districts.    Historically,  going home t was a means of  testing the needs and  desires of t  constituents…..Today (with some notable exceptions,  which the film should also show)  it is largely an extension of the fund-raising _____  and the  constant  process of  running for re-election.          Home-distrtict offices of  members of Congress  are staffed  by  polling experts,   media  specialists ,  direct-mail  and e-mail  consultants, and—usually  the smallest part of a home-state congressional operation—voter liason for dealing with the direct concerns of individual   constituents who  want to  express their concerns  or meet  with the  congressmen or senators.    
[intor sentences re working not hard….]   Washington’s climate  is  hot and humid in summer,   damp  and cold  in winter…..and, for most of both seasons,   Congressmen  and senators  make sure they are not  around much to suffer  the seasons.

		-------------

	It is no wonder that,  under such circumstances  and with such priorities,   that  Congress has ignored and abandoned its intended role in the American system.
As  [the record  life in Congress has become life in a bubble – and that is part of our story and a big part of the problem…
The Founding Fathers were determined that the American Republic would be guided by the wisdom of a citizen-legislature: they deliberately used the first article of the Constitution to describe in great detail the Congress, its prerogatives, and vast authority; in the second article, they finally got aroud to  the President and his [circumscribed] role as commander-in-chief and head of the administrative branch of government.  Congress was explicitly granted the power to raise and spend money, and to declare war.   The  Founders  wanted no kingly   authority to accrue  to  the  president.
Today,  the President  exercises most of the powers reserved  in the Cosntittion   for the   Congress.   In reality,  he  declares war;  he submits and dominates  the  federal budget   and tax policies  that  set the spending priorities   of the nation.    The  real fiscal role of the congress has become setting aside funds   for projects  that will help individual members get re-elected,   further their own business interests and those of their friends   and contributors,   and favor  their home states, usually at the expense of the national weal because of duplication of function  and little regard to  savings or cost concerns.   Reublicans, despite  their  historic sanctimony  about   fiscal rectitude and restraint,  have  been the  worst offenders  for  a generation.  
Over more than two centuries of American history, until now, the pendulum has always swung back toward the Capitol after periods of unusually strong White House influence. It is doubtful  that  is going to happen in  the current era…
The election of Barack Obama is not going to change these essential facts:  indeed   the three  senators  who  fought  _____ly   for the presidency in 2008—Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton   and   John McCain—were  shared  an overriding  ______:  not only were theiy seeking the presidency,  they  had tired of   the Congress itself,  and its increasing irrelevance  to the national  _______.   kkThis too is part of the story—and one of the dprinciple reasons  Hillary Clinton  decided swhe wanted to be Secretary of State.  She did not want to be one of 100 members of a the world’s oldest deliberative –and least effective—legislative bodies.    

But fundamental change will not come from tinkering. Only angry voters can force the House and Senate to correct themselves. The problem is they’ve gerrymandered themselves into permanent seats.
  


	


 – as is evident (tragically) from the response on Capitol Hill to the economic crisis (lights, cameras, no action), and even the Republican leadership’s reaction to the Illinois governor’s play-for-pay scheme (trying to tie it to the President-elect, with no supporting evidence).   

[alt insert for below]  Yet today, the President exercises the powers reserved for what was intended to be a body of representative citizens   elected from the states, and – in our time – has devolved into a permanent Washington class. The notion of accountability to the voters has become anachronistic in the modern Congress, and a system that virtually guarantees the re-election of 80 or 90 percent of its members

An extreme picturte:  ?   We’ll find out….
My role:  Interviewing,  producing?  
Get another republican involved….


As I said in L.A., I’m convinced on the basis of talking with you, and meeting Jeff and Jim, that Participant is the right place for this – and that the three of you have an instinctive feel for the subject and its importance and will know how to get the best out of my contribution.   
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As I said in LA, I’m convinced on the basis of talking with you, and meeting Jeff and Jim, that Participant is the right place for this—and that the three of you have an instinctive feel for the subject and its importance and will know how to get the best out of my contribution.
Best for the holidays. 
Regards. 
Carl 
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